16.05.060 Automatic sprinkler systems required.

(1) All newly constructed buildings with a gross square footage of 5,000 square feet,
regardless of type or use, as well as zero lot line townhouses with an aggregate area of
5,000 square feet or greater must be sprinklered.

(2) Additions to existing buildings that are 50 percent or more of the assessed
building valuation and would result in a gross floor area greater than 5,000 square feet
must be retrofitted with an automatic sprinkler system. Subject to the approval of the fire
chief, a phasing plan of up to five years is permitted.

(3) Floor Area, Gross. For the purpose of this section, “gross floor area” shall be
defined as the floor area whether above or below grade within the inside perimeter of
the exterior walls of the building under consideration, exclusive of vent shafts, attics,
crawl spaces and courts, without deduction for corridors, stairways, closets, the
thickness of the interior walls, columns or other features. The floor area of a building, or
portion thereof, not provided with surrounding exterior walls shall be the usable area
under the horizontal projection of the roof or floor above. The gross floor area shall not
include shafts with no openings or interior courts.

(4) For the purposes of this section, fire barriers of any type do not constitute separate

buildings. (Ord. 02010-283 § 1 (Att. A); Ord. 02004-148 § 2)



